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quantity, since all Governments tend towards a " far-off divine event," 
" And the thoughts of men are widened with the progress of the suns." 

During the last few years the prohibition cause has received a tre- 
mendous " boost " by data made public from time to time tending to show 
that there was a close connection between the German-American Alliance 
and the liquor interests. Dr. Hexamer is reported to have declared in a 
speech made by him in Milwaukee some years ago: 

" We have suffered long the preachment that ' you Germans must 
allow yourselves to be assimilated, you must merge in the American 
people/ but no one will ever find us prepared to descend to an inferior 
level. No ! We have made it our aim to elevate others to our level. We 
will not allow our two-thousand-year-old culture to be trodden down in 
this land. Many are giving our German culture to this land of their 
children, but that is possible only if we stand together and conquer this 
dark spirit of muckerdom and prohibition, just as Siegfried slew the 
dragon." 

Many Americans have become convinced that if German culture as 
it has revealed itself is identified with the unrestricted license to drink 
ardent spirits, they want neither. Whether wise or unwise, right or 
wrong, prohibition is a product of institutions usually designated as 
Anglo-Saxon. It has made no progress on continental Europe, while its 
opponents in Canada are mainly French and in this country Germans 
or their descendants. 

Athens, Ohio. Charles W. Super. 

A FINE RECORD 

Sir, — In the August number of your valuable magazine there was a 
very interesting article by John Cole McKim, M.A., on " International 
Comity and the Japanese Woman " which had a footnote showing the 
incidence of venereal disease per annum per thousand in the armies of 
the countries named. It gave the United States army as the largest, 
167.8 for the year 1907. 

It also said that owing to teetotalism in our canteens it had run up 
to 196.99 in 1909. The correct figures for that year are 177.5. 

I sent a copy of the footnote to the Honorable Newton D. Baker, 
Secretary of War, requesting him to give me the percentage per thousand 
of venereal diseases in our army from 1907 to the present time. I have 
just received a reply of which the enclosed is a copy. 

Knowing your desire for accuracy and fairness, may I suggest that 
you print the enclosed letter in the October number of The North 
American Review? 

I am sure those who have sons, relatives or friends in the Expedition- 
ary Force in France will be happy to know of the splendid condition 
there now. 

New York City. Columbus O. Johnson. 

[Enclosure] 

War Department 
Office of the Surgeon General 
Washington 
Mr. Columbus O. Johnson, 
New York City. 
Sir,— The Surgeon General directs me to answer your letter of August 8th 
to the Secretary of War, The Honorable Newton D. Baker, relating to statistics 
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on venereal disease rate which appeared in The North American Rettew com- 
paring rates of foreign armies with the rate of the Army of the United States. 

The annual venereal disease rate for the United States Army for 1907 is as 
quoted — 167.82. The following rates obtained for the corresponding years : 



1905 


1782 


1912 


115.7 


1906 


158.9 


1913 


85.8 


1907 


167.8 


1914 


89.8 


1908 


174.8 


1915 


83.6 


1909 


177.5 


1916 


91.2 


1910 


155.1 


1917 


113.9 


1911 


165.8 







In comparing the venereal rates for the American troops with rates of 
foreign armies, it must be borne in mind that there are included on the American 
venereal register all cases of venereal diseases, whether acute or chronic, whether 
hospitalized or otherwise ; whereas with foreign armies it has been the custom to 
report only those cases, such as acute cases, which are hospitalized. The differ- 
ence caused by such a procedure is obvious when it is realized that only a small 
proportion of the total number of cases of venereal diseases at the present time 
are hospitalized. Furthermore, it is probably true that prior to this war there 
prevailed in the American Army more careful diagnosis, treatment, physical 
inspections and reporting than there did among foreign armies. Thus the 
venereal rate in the United States Army would doubtless be lower than the rates 
for foreign armies, were methods of diagnosis, treatment and reporting alike. 

It is of interest to note the factors which caused the variations in the 
venereal rates for the reported years. Beginning with 1908 the principles of 
preventive medicine were first applied thoroughly to the army, including routine 
physical inspections. Naturally die rate increased with the coming to light of 
many cases hitherto not discovered. In 1911 the rate again increased, due to an 
increase in incidence of syphilis directly the result of the introduction of the 
Wassermann reaction for diagnosis. A general decrease is noted from this 
point on. Prophylaxis was urged beginning 1911. The slight increase in 1916 is 
largely due to our concentrating troops on the Mexican border. 

_ The increase in the rate for 1917 can be attributed to the great change 
which took place in the Army of the United States during the last four months 
of 1917, due to the draft. 

From the middle of September to the present date there have been reported 
more than 135,000 cases of venereal diseases among troops in the United States. 
Records show that of this number, approximately only 15% were cases con- 
tracted after enlistment, and that the bulk of cases were brought into the Army 
by the civilian draftees. So where formerly our annual venereal rate within 
the Army had never been reduced below 83 per thousand men, at the present 
time for cases contracted after enlistment the annual rate averages approximately 
20 per thousand men. This reduction is the result of the intensive campaign to 
combat venereal disease as proposed by the Surgean General of the Army. This 
campaign is not devoted to the Army alone but is spread throughout the country 
to make the civilian communities realize their responsibility with regard to this 
question, and to assist such communities in meeting the problem. 

It is also desired to call your attention to the low venereal rate of the 
American Expeditionary Force. The annual rate per thousand for overseas 
troops averages below 40, and for the week of August 9th was below 20 per 
thousand. 

William F. Snow, 
Lieutenant Colonel, Medical Corps. 



SHALL GERMANS TEACH FRENCH? 

Sir, — That hardship will be worked in specific cases, and that con- 
fusion will fall upon college presidents and superintendents as the ques- 
tion of allowing teachers of German to become teachers of French, comes 
more insistently to the fore, is not to be doubted. And because it is a 



